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Dear Friends,  

 

Welcome to the first newsletter from the Wyoming Restorative Justice Council. Over the last several 

months we have been working on developing our website, creating this newsletter, and working on 

becoming more member focused. I look forward to developing deeper relationships with all of you in 

the months and even years to come.  

I wanted to give you a little information about the Council in this first newsletter so you would have a 

better understanding of who we are and what our goals are. The WRJC is a non-profit organization 

that is focused on the advancement of Restorative Justice throughout the state of Wyoming. We 

have developed a website that will be published very soon which will provide resources and infor-

mation to our members. We are also reaching out to our members and RJ programs in the state in 

order to develop a community of individuals who are passionate about the advancement of RJ. As 

determined as we are to see RJ grow in our state, we know we cannot do it without the help of our 

members. 

At this time we are working to help other organizations develop RJ programs. We are providing RJ 

training and evaluating the policies and procedures of some programs to help them incorporate more 

restorative language. Some of our board members are also personally involved with RJ programs 

across the state. We are also working with key county and city officials across the state to further 

advance RJ.  

I am excited to say that Restorative Justice is growing across our state and that there are cities and 

counties that are advancing in RJ by leaps and bounds. We not only want to continue to partner with 

you and others but we also want to connect you into this movement by networking you with other RJ 

individuals across the state. 

As we move forward, we seek to impact legislation in order to make RJ advancement easier in our 

communities but we need your help. The best way to advance this movement throughout our state is 

to join forces. Together we have a greater impact than we do individually. We want to hear what you 

are doing as well as areas in which you are struggling. Use us as the resource we are. If you have 

questions or problems, make sure you call or send us an email; we want to help where we can. As our 

council grows, our database of RJ programs will grow, and as you communicate your needs with us, 

our ability to provide resources that custom fit your work will increase.  

Spread the Word 

The WRJC is here to stay and we are going to advance this great move across our state. The more 

people and programs we bring together, the stronger the momentum will grow. As momentum 

grows and our community expands, we will see RJ positively impacting communities and helping 

victims. Tell others you know about us. Have them reach out to us or give us their information and 

we will reach out to them. Together we grow and through our unity we show the true power and 

effectiveness of Restorative Justice.  

 

Thank you for your partnership with the Wyoming Restorative Justice Council. 

Richard Prince, President WRJC 
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Rick Prince is the President of the Wyoming Restorative Justice 
Council as well as a facilitator with the Wyoming Board of Parole’s 
Victim Offender Dialogue program.  He is also the Senior Associate 
Pastor and Vice President of Harvestime Ministries in Rawlins, Wyo-
ming. 
 
Rick's journey to Restorative Justice actually began in 1998 when, as a 
teenager, he was arrested and convicted of theft and burglary.  Rick 
served five and a half years in the Colorado Department of Correc-
tions with three years of mandatory parole.  In 2006, he completed 
his sentence and moved to Wyoming.   
 
In 2010 Rick and his wife began participating in prison ministry in 
Rawlins Wyoming.  By 2011 he had finished his educational requirements through Harvestime 
Ministries and he received his ordination.  In 2012 Rick was voted in as the Senior Associate Pas-
tor and Vice President of Harvestime Ministries. 
 
Rick first discovered Restorative Justice in 2012 and immediately began researching everything 
he could find.  He had his first training in Colorado with Restorative Justice Services in Fort Col-
lins.  He soon began speaking about RJ and was interviewed by the Wyoming Public Radio.  This 
led to an invitation to join the not yet developed VOD program.  Rick was trained and certified as 
a facilitator for this program.              
 
In 2015 Rick began working on the creation of the Wyoming Restorative Justice Council. He sur-
rounded himself with an amazing team of professionals and by November 2016 the Council be-
came a recognized non-profit organization.  Rick continues to lead the Council as they seek to 
advance Restorative Justice throughout Wyoming. 

“The ability to empower victims throughout [VOD] is apparent from the beginning of 
the process.” 
 

Victim Offender Dialogue in Wyoming 
 By Randi Losalu 

Board Spotlight  

 
Victim Offender Dialogue is a restorative 
justice program that has been offered in the 
State of Wyoming through the Board of Pa-
role since 2014.  It was developed and imple-
mented within the state because of active 
requests from victims to meet with their 
offender.  At the time, there was not a pro-
gram or policy that allowed for this to occur 
that would safely meet the needs of the vic-
tim and/or the offender.   
 
Since the inception of the program, there 
have been 13 cases initiated. Eight of those 
cases have gone through the entire process 
that includes all of the preparation, face-to-
face dialogue, and follow-up afterwards.   
 

 
 
Each of those eight cases was successful in  
meeting the needs of the victims while also 
being sensitive to the offender.   
 
Each VOD case is unique and is treated as 
such.  While there are policies and procedures 
in place, it is imperative to meet the victims’ 
needs throughout the process to help mini-
mize any possible revictimization.  The ability 
to empower victims throughout this process is 
apparent from the beginning of the process.   
 
To learn more about the VOD program, con-
tact Randi Losalu at 307-777-5390 or 
randi.losalu@wyo.gov.  You can also visit the 
Board of Parole website at  
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Community Spotlight 

As a growing organization, we have 

members from around the state that 

are actively committed to cultivating 

Restorative Justice programs and 

practices into their everyday work. 

With that being said readers, we’d 

like to hear from you!  

What’s the buzz on Restorative Jus-

tice in your community? What kinds 

of collective work is happening in 

your particular region of the state? 

What are your visions for Restorative 

Justice in Wyoming?  

Please send your stories, comments, 

and questions to   

wyomingrjc@gmail.com .  

We’d love to know what’s happening 

in your corner of Wyoming!  

 

Youth & Adult Community Service Program 
 By Jen Miner  

Back in the fall of 2015, a group of interested individuals began having monthly meetings regard-
ing restorative justice and its potential for the Casper community. By late summer 2016, that 
group had established itself as a nonprofit board and began planning for Wyoming’s first ever 
restorative justice conference.  
 
Restorative Justice Symposium 2017: Wyoming’s Introduction to a New Frontier took place March 
14th through the 16th in Casper. Keynote speakers were Judge Mark Ingram and Judge Steven 
Teske, from Idaho and Georgia respectively. Session topics included RJ in the court room, in adult 
probation, victim services, law enforcement, and schools to name a few. The symposium con-
cluded with a facilitated strategic planning session which assisted individual communities in 
identifying and planning their own RJ movement.  
 
Within one week of the symposium, the NCRJ group reconvened and began drafting an RJ pilot 
program for youth. To ‘kick off’ NCRJ’s next step, an RJ & Pilot Program Informational Meeting 
was held on August 1st, which drew 42 attendees. That same evening 21 individuals completed 
the Community Member training, with Ken Keusenkothen (Longmont Community Justice Part-
nership) as our trainer. On August 2nd and 3rd, 15 of those individuals went on to complete the 
Conference Facilitator training.  
 
NCRJ would like to give a huge shout-out to the Wyoming Community Foundation and the Casper 
Police Department for their support and making this happen! While a few logistical details still 
need to be worked out, NCRJ is primed and ready to launch its RJ Juvenile Conferencing Pilot 
Program as of September 1st. This pilot will be in partnership with the Natrona County District 
Attorney’s Office and specifically will be seeking to divert juveniles from prosecution and/or 
revocation via the RJ Pilot Program. For those juveniles eligible and deemed suitable for the pilot, 
they will voluntarily participate in the Conference process along with the harmed parties in the 
case. Our newly trained volunteers will serve in the Community Member and Co-Facilitator ca-
pacities.  
 
NCRJ and its volunteers are excited to see the momentum building and the support we have 
gained in our community! 
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Participants gather at the Restorative Justice Symposium 2017 in Casper, WY 



NACRJ: Member Access  

“The National Association of Com-
munity and Restorative Justice is a 
non-profit organization that  
provides a professional association 
for educators, practitioners and 
others interested in restorative and 
community justice. “ 
 
As a member of the Wyoming 
Restorative Justice Council, you 
have unlimited access to the a 
NACRJ membership.  
 
Become a member, and receive 
the username and password upon 
purchase, then  visit NACRJ.org to 
start exploring !  
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Association for Community and  
Restorative Justice: a national collective 
 By Martha Doyle 
 

On July 24, 2017, Peggy Trent (Albany County Attorney) and the Juvenile Justice Board hosted 
Judge Teske from Atlanta, Georgia, and Judge Ingram from Burley, Idaho. They presented an 
introduction to Restorative Justice (RJ) to a large representation of community members at the 
UW Law School. Their presentation highlighted the basics of RJ and how it aligns with a commu-
nity health model.  
 
Following this presentation, on August 1-3, 2017, Catherine Childs and Randy Compton from 
Restorative Solutions in Colorado trained Albany County community members in Community 
Group Conferencing. Community Group Conferences (CGC’s) represent the most widely recog-
nized Restorative Justice Model to identify and address harms caused by severe school discipline 
violations and criminal acts. This circle process brings together affected parties or victims, respon-
sible parties or offenders, support people, and community members for a facilitated dialogue. The 
plan is to offer opportunities for these facilitated dialogues to occur in Albany County. Peggy 
Trent is very passionate about decreasing the number of juveniles who get stuck in the tradition-
al system of punishment. She wants to “separate the deed from the doer,” and offer a venue to 
learn, listen, and heal.  
 
Peggy Trent met both trainers at the Wyoming Restorative Justice Symposium in Casper, WY last 
March. Catherine Childs is the Principal and Lead Trainer with Restorative Solutions and the 
Director of Juvenile and Adult Restorative Justice Services for the 20th Judicial District in Colora-
do. Randy Compton is the President of Restorative Solutions, Psychotherapist, 30-year veteran in 
Restorative Mediation and Conferencing development and implementation in schools, and the 
author of Kids Working It Out. Together they added context to the previous presentation by the 
judges and shared foundational information of Restorative Justice.    
 
Cont’d on pg. 5 
 

This year’s conference was held in Oakland, 

CA on June 16-18, 2017. The conference host-

ed 1,319 attendees, and this was more than 

double the number of participants who 

attended the previous conference two years 

ago!  

In 2019, Denver is hosting this conference, 

and Wyoming is fortunate to have this incred-

ible offering so close to home. There were 

multiple cultural presentations and over 300 

sessions on diverse strands of RJ. Connecting 

with others who prioritize community and 

values was amazing. The pulse of the RJ 

movement was palpable, and I so 

enjoyed meeting people from all over 

the country with similar passion and 

vision.  

 

 

You can learn more about this conference, 

past conferences, and hear the keynote ad-

dresses at www.NACRJ.org  
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Restorative Justice in Albany County 
 By Martha Doyle 

 

Check out “NACRJ: Member Access” for more 

information! 

Notes from Judge Teske  

Restorative Practices (RP): “…a 
social science that integrates devel-
opments from a variety of disciplines 
and fields — includ-
ing education, psychology, social 
work, criminology, sociology, organiz
ational develop-
ment and leadership — in order to 
build healthy communities, in-
crease social capital, decrease crime 
and antisocial behavior, repair harm 
and restore relationships.”  

Restorative Justice (RJ): “…a system 
of criminal justice that focuses on 
the rehabilitation of offenders 
through reconciliation with victims 
and the community at large.”  Re-
storative Justice is a part of a larger 
system of Restorative Practices. 
 

http://www.NACRJ.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_work
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_work
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Criminology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sociology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organizational_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organizational_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organizational_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leadership
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_capital


 

Success within Victim Offender Dialogue  
 By Randi Losalu 

Wyoming’s VOD program just completed another case that was truly transformative.  The surviv-
ing family members requested to meet with the person who killed their loved one.  They had 
many unanswered questions and were concerned about his potential upcoming release. Unbe-
knownst to the surviving family, the offender had a desire to meet with them to apologize and 
show remorse for his actions he caused.   
 
After months of preparation with both parties, they were ready to meet face-to-face.  The surviv-
ing victims went into the prison with low expectations of what they would encounter.  They 
ended up leaving the prison with years of pain and sorrow behind them.   
 
This VOD was a truly transformative process for all of the parties that participated.  In a follow-up 
evaluation, one of the survivors stated,  
 

“I’ve lived the last 20 years of my life in a cloud with pain, hurt, misery, and mostly 
questions.  The opportunity I had to meet with the offender himself, and get those 
answer I had to the questions that lingered for so many years, was a burden lifted off 
my shoulders immediately.”   

 
Each of the participants remarked how surprisingly well the dialogue went and how pleased they 
were with the process and with those they faced.  They all felt that the dialogue could not have 
gone any better and all felt profoundly touched and validated by the process. 
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Community members attended the training for two days, and those interested in being trained as 
conference facilitators attended for all three days. Dialogue was rich, and there were multiple 
opportunities for skills practice. Interested community members included teachers, administrators, 
Title 9 coordinators, wrap-around facilitators, law enforcement personnel, attorneys, faith-based 
leaders, counselors, social workers, mediators, and parents. 
Over the three days, this group spent time getting to know one another while practicing vulnerabil-
ity and open communication. This training set the stage for more in depth systems’ work to support 
restorative justice in Albany County. 
 
For more information, please contact Martha Doyle at Martha@marthardoyle.com. 

mailto:Martha@marthardoyle.com


The WRJC was created to support Restorative Justice implementation around the state.  The 
goals and vision of this council are not obtainable without the direct involvement of  Wyoming 
citizens. This is why it is vitally important that those individuals and professionals who are inter-
ested in Restorative Justice team up and make a concerted effort to advance RJ across this great 
state. 
 
It is impossible to create and implement RJ as an individual. If you desire to see RJ grow in Wyo-

ming, please join the WRJC and become a member of our council. By becoming a member of 

WRJC you will be instantly joined to a team of RJ professionals who are passionate about the 

advancement of RJ. 

With a membership:  

 You will have access to resources that would normally take much research and time to 

discover.  

 You will be updated on training opportunities for your continued growth in RJ.  

 You will have access to a team that can help you get your own RJ programs off the ground 

by providing everything from advice to program development and even organizing training 

for those who will be a part of your program.  

 Finally, you will be a part of a team that is working behind the scenes to bring about RJ 

legislation that will make the advancement of RJ much easier. 

 
Membership Fee:   

Private $50  

Organization/Group $100 (up to 5 people) 

 
Send us an email at wyomingrjc@gmail.com for a  membership form.  
 
 

 

Become a Member!  Wyoming Restorative Justice 
Council  

822 W. Walnut  

P.O. Box 427 

Rawlins, WY 82301 

wyomingrjc@gmail.com 

 

It is the mission of the  

Wyoming Restorative Justice 

Council to foster the values of 

and provide equal access to 

the principles and practices of  

Restorative Justice  

throughout the state.  

For more information, visit our 

website at wyomingrjc.com or 

follow us on Facebook!  

 

 


